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STATE OF ALASKA 
Department of Natural Resources 

1 ) I V I S I O N  OF GEOLOGICAL R GEOPHYSICAL SURVEYS 

According to Alaska Statute 41, the Alaska 
Division of Geological and Geophysical Surveys is 
charged with conducting 'geological and geophysical 
surveys to determine the potential of Alaska lands for 
production of metals, minerals, fqels, and geothermal 
resources; the locations and supplies of ground waters 
and construction materials; the potential geologic 
hazards to buildings, roads, bridges, and other 
installations and structures; and shall conduct other 
surveys and investigations as will advance knowledge 
of the geology of Alaska.' 

In addition, the Division shall collect, eval- 
uate, and publish data on the underground, surface. 
and coastal waters of the state. It shall also file 
data from well-drilling logs. 

DGGS performs numerous functions, all under the 
direction of the State Geologist---resource investiga- 
tions (including mineral, petroleum, geothermal, and 
water), geologic-hazard and geochemical investiga- 
tions, and information services. 

Administrative functions are performed under the 
direction of the State Geologist, who maintains his 
off ice in Anchorage (3001 Porcupine Drive, 99501 ) . 
Other DGGS offices are at: 

. 794 University Ave. . 3601 C St, Suite 1008 
(P.O. Box 80007) (Pouch 7-005) 
College, 99708 Anchorage, 99510 

. State Office Bldg. . State Office Bldg. 
230 S. Franklin (P.O. Box 7438) ' 

Juneau, 99801 Ketchikan, 99901 



ALASKAN PROSPECTING INFORHATION 

The S ta te  D i v i s i o n  o f  Geolog ica l  and Geophysical 
Surveys ( D G G S )  rece ives  many requests  f o r  in fo rn ia t  i on  
on p rospec t i ng  i n  Alaska. The purpose o f  th. is c i r c u l a r  
i s  t o  answer t h i s  t ype  o f  request  as b r i e f l y  as pos- 
s i b l e .  I f ,  a f t e r  s t udy ing  t h i s  i n f o rma t i on ,  t he  
reader  has s p e c i f i c  ques t ions  on p a r t i c u l a r  i tems o r  
l o c a l i t i e s ,  t he  DGGS w i l l  answer them t o  the  bes t  o f  
i t s  a b i l i t y .  

P rospec t ing  i s  v i t a l  t o  t he  w e l f a r e  and growth o f  , 

t h e  Alaskan min ing  i n d u s t r y .  New d i scove r i es  must be 
made. Prospect ing has an a1 l u r i n g  aspect t o  t he  i n -  
d i v i d u a l  who enjoys ou tdoor  l i f e ,  bu t  i n  Alaska i t  can 
q u i c k l y  l o s e  i t s  glamour because o f  bad weather,  i n -  
sec ts ,  impenetrab le  t e r r a i n ,  and o t h e r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
p e c u l i a r  t o  t he  Nor th .  A person who w i l l  n o t  o r  can- 
n o t  accept  hardships and d i sappo in t~nen ts  should n o t  
t r y  p rospec t i ng  i n  Alaska. tlowever, t he re  a r e  ins tances  
where one good d i scove ry  has made i t s  owner f i n a n c i a l l y  
independent f o r  l i f e .  The odds a r e  l ong  b u t  t he  s takes 
a r e  h igh.  

A number o f  impor tan t  discoveries have seemingly 
been t he  r e s u l t  o f  pure  luck ,  b u t  a  knowledge o f  geo l -  
ogy and minera logy w i l l  most c e r t a i n l y  increase one 's  
chances o f  be ing  success fu l .  Good non techn ica l  books 
on t h e  sub jec t  a r e  a v a i l a b l e ,  and courses i n  p rospec t i ng  
a r e  g i ven  by some u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t he  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  Alaska a t  Fa i rbanks.  DGGS, t h e  U.S. Geolog ica l  Sur- 
vey, t he  U.S. Bureau o f  Mines, and t he  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Alaska a r e  a l l  agencies whose p u b l i ~ a t i o n s  and s e r v i c e s  
can be o f  cons iderab le  he lp .  

D i v i s i o n  o f  Geo log ica l  and Geophysical Surveys 

DGCS i s  l o c a t e d  i n  Co l l ege  on t he  u n i ~ r e r s i t y  
campus, and i n  Anchorage. (3001 Porcupine Drive). ' 

In  a d d i t i o n ,  DGGS has min ing - i n fo rma t i on  s p e c i a l i s t s  
in Anchorage (3601 C S t ,  Suite 1008 -- Pouch 7-005 
z i p  99510); Juneau (230 S. F r a n k l i n  S t ,  Rm 407; z i p  
99801; Ke tch ikan  (S ta te  O f f i c e  B l d g ,  Box 2438, z i p  
99901; and Col lege,  (794 U n i v e r s i t y  Avenue; z i p  99708) 



For a more d e f i n i t i v e  rev iew  o f  DGGS serv ices ,  
see Information C i r c u l a r  12. 

The DGGS M ine ra l s  Ana lys is  and Research Laboratory  
i s  mainta ined a t  Co l lege  t o  p rov ide  f r e e  a n a l y t i c a l  
work on Alaskan samples f o r  Alaskan p rospec to rs .  Ser- 
v i c e s  inc lude  f i r e  assays f o r  g o l d  and s i l v e r ,  a tomic 
absorp t ion  analyses, spec t rograph ic  analyses, analyses 
by X-ray f luorescence,  and X-ray d i f f r a c t i o n  and 
m ine ra log i c  and pe t rog raph i c  examinat ions. Samples 
may be ma i led  o r  d e l i v e r e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  l abo ra to r y .  
A sample-assay reques t  form must accompany each sample. 
Other serv ices  i nc l ude  t echn i ca l  adv ice  on p rospec t ing ,  
the  maintenance o f  geo log ic  and m in ing  re fe rence  
l i b r a r i e s ,  da ta  on numerous m in ing  c la ims,  and a r e -  
ference c o l l e c t i o n  o f  topographic  maps. 

DGGS s t a f f  g e o l o g i s t s  a r e  u s u a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  t o  
. 

answer que r i es  regard ing  minera ls ,  m i n e r a l i z e d  areas, 
and p o t e n t i a l  p rospec ts .  I f  your s p e c i f i c  problem i s  
n o t  immediately answerable, t h e  g e o l o g i s t s  can g e n e r a l l y  
t ie lp  you o u t  by d i r e c t i n g  you t o  another  source o r  a  
re ference work. 

The DGGS s t a f f  i nc ludes  a m in ing  engineer who i s  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t he  examinat ion o f  p r o p e r t i e s  f o r  pros-  
pec to r s  who a r e  unable t o  a f f o r d  t h e  se rv i ces  o f  a  
p r i v a t e  engineer .  T h i s  s e r v i c e  inc ludes  adv ice  on how 
t o  proceed w i t h  t h e  prospect ,  i t s  probable wor th  a t  

, t he  t ime  examined, and i f  des i red ,  a  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  on 
the  prospect .  

DGGS ma in ta i ns  bo th  a Kardex f i l e  and a m i c r o f i c h e  
f i l e  o f  a l l  c l a i m  l o c a t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e s  and assessment- 
work a f f i d a v i t s  t h a t  have been recorded i n  Alaska s i nce  
1954. From t h i s  f i l e ,  DGGS can i n fo rm  prospec to rs  
whether s p e c i f i c  areas a r e  l i k e l y  t o  be open o r  s taked 
and who i s  h o l d i n g  c la ims  on t he  ground. 

The D i v i s i o n  ma in ta i ns  a m ine ra l  i n v e n t o r y  o r  
b i b l i o g r a p h y  o f  a l l  m inera l  depos i t s  i n  Alaska. In -  
fo rmat ion  i n  t h i s  f i l e  inc ludes  i n f o r m a t i o n  on geology, 
m inc rz logy ,  re ferences t o  r epo r t s ,  h u l  l e t  i ns ,  pas t  p ro -  
duc t i cn ,  and s t a t u s  o f  ground on a1 1 known min'eral oc- 
currences i n  Alaska. Except f o r  occas iona l  i tems o f  
c o n f i d e n t i a l  i n f o rma t i on ,  i t  i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t he  pub1 i c  
and i s  o f  b e n e f i t  t o  p rospec to rs  as a d d i t i o n a l  know- 
ledge on areas i n  which they  w i sh  t o  work. F i l e s  o f  
U.S. Geo log ica l  Survey b u l l e t i n s  a r e  a l s o  ma in ta ined  
f o r  re fe rence .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  the  above i n fo rma t i on ,  t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  
many r e p o r t s  by DGGS and p r i v a t e  eng ineers  wh ich  a r e  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s tudy  a t  the  Co l lege  o f f i c e .  A d d i t i o n a l  
t echn i ca l  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  g e o l o g i c  and topographic  maps, 
and o t h e r  sources o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  p rospec to rs  may 
a l s o  be examined a t  Juneau, Anchorage, Col lege,  o r  
Ketchikan. Prospec t ing  handbooks a r e  f o r  s a l e  a t  
Col lege. 

U.S. Geolog ica l  Survey 

. The U.S. Geolog ica l  Survey has g e o l o g i s t s  s t a t i o n e d  
i n  Anchorage and Fai rbanks f o r  p u b l i c  i n q u i r i e s .  I t  
a l s o  has an o f f i c e  i n  Fai rbanks (Federal  B u i l d i n g )  
where topograph ic  maps may be purchased e i t h e r  by m a i l  
o r  ove r  t he  coun te r .  (The i r  Anchorage o f f  i c e  handles 
[naps ove r  the coun te r  on ly . )  Alaskan USGS maps may 
a l s o  be purchased from the  USGS Map D i s t r i b u t i o n  Sec t ion  
a t  the Denver Federal  Center, Denver, C O  80225. U S G S  
b u l l e t i n s  t h a t  a r e  i n  p r i n t  may be purchased From 
the Government P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e  (Branch o f  D i s t r i b u t i o n ,  
USGS, 1200 So. Eads S t . ,  A r l i n g t o n ,  VA 22202---an . 
au tho r i zed  agent o f  the  Super in tendent  of '  Documents, 
GPO). Out-of -pr  i n t  bu l  l e t  i ns  can be purchased f rom 
var ious  second-hand book dea le r s ,  t h e  addresses o f  
which may be ob ta ined  From many l i b r a r i e s .  USGS . 

b u l l e t i n s  g i v e  va luab le  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  geology 
and p rospec ts  o f  c e r t a i n  areas and a r e  a d i s t i n c t  a i d  
t o  p rospec to rs .  They u s u a l l y  c o n t a i n  geo log i c  maps 
o therw ise  n o t  ob ta i nab le ,  s i n c e  o n l y  t h e  topographic  



maps a r e  so ld  separa te ly .  The USGS b u l l e t i n s  can 
# 

u s u a l l y  be found i n  t h e  l i b r a r i e s  o f  l a r g e r  c i t i e s  o f  
the  U .S .  1 

The USGS topographic  maps a r e  a s e r i e s  o f  153 
separa te  quadrangles a t  a  s c a l e  o f  1  i nch  equals  4 
m i l e s .  These comple te ly  cover t h e  s t a t e  and s e l l  f o r  
$2 each a t  government o f f i c e s  o r  s l i g h t l y  more a t  re -  
t a i  1 s t o res .  Large p o r t i o n s  o f  Alaska have a l s o  been 
mapped a t  a  sca le  o f  1  i nch  equals  1  m i l e ,  which g i v e s  
a  b e t t e r  d e t a i l  and i s  g e n e r a l l y  more use fu l .  These 
a r e  $2.00 each i f  o rdered  f rom t h e  Government. Free 
indexes o f  these maps, t oge the r  w i t h  i n fo rma t i on  on 
how they  should be ordered, can be ob ta ined  from t h e  
above d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f f i c e s  o f  t he  USGS. For s a l e  by 
t he  USGS i s  a  s e r i e s  o f  m ine ra l  resource (MR) maps Z 
t h a t  g i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  mapped minera l  depos i ts .  

U.S. Bureau o f  Mines 

The U.S. Bureau o f  Mines ma in ta i ns  an assay 
l a b o r a t o r y  a t  Douglas (near ~ u n e a u ) ,  b u t  i t s  se rv i ces  
a r e  n o t  g e n e r a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  - The bureau 
s e l e c t s  c e r t a i n  p r o p e r t i e s ,  and w i t h  d r i l l s  and o t h e r  
sampl ing equipment, i n v e s t i g a t e s  t h e i r  economic pos- 
s i b i l i t i e s .  Reports on these i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  a r e  z v a i l -  
a b l e  t o  the pub1 i c  (BOX 550 ,  Juneau, Alaska 99801); 
many a r e  a l s o  on f i l e  i n  t h e  DGGS o f f i c e s .  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Alaska 

The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Alaska, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  i t s  f u l l y  
a c c r e d i t e d  c u r r i c u l a  i n  m in ing  eng ineer ing  and geology, 
o f f e r s  m in ing  s h o r t  courses on t he  campus and a t  most 
c e n t e r s  o f  popu la t i on  each w i n t e r .  These courses, 
which a re  designed f o r  p rospec to rs  and would-be p ros -  
pec to r s ,  r e q u i r e  no p r e r e q u i s i t e s  and c o s t  l i t t l e .  
Sub jec ts  covered i nc l ude  b a s i c  geology, minera logy,  

, 
a .  

min ing  and p rospec t i ng  methods, and s imple methods o f  
> 

m inera l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  For t h e  advanced p rospec to rs ,  
t h e r e  a r e  courses i n  geochemical p rospec t ing .  Fu r the r  
i n f o r m a t i o n  on any o f  these courses can be ob ta i ned  
from t h e  Conferences and Shor t  Courses O f f i c e  ( u n i v e r s i t y  
o f  Alaska, Fa i rbanks,  AK, 99701). 

The Minera l  I n d u s t r y  Research Labora to ry ,  l oca ted  
i n  t h e  O ' N e i l l  B u i l d i n g  on t h e  UA Fai rbanks campus, 
has a  w e a l t h  o f  manuals and handbooks a v a i l a b l e  t o  the  
p rospec to r .  A l i s t  o f  such documents w i l l  be g i ven  on 
request  (MIRL, UA, Fa i rbanks ,  AK 99701). 

Supp 1 i es I 
Prospec t ing  equipment and' suppl i e s  can range from 

k y  t o  l i g h t ,  depending on t h e  type  o f  p rospec t i ng  
p  proposed, t he  a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  ' rough  

i t , '  and the  p a r t  o f  Alaska t o  be prospected. Modern 
l i g h t w e i g h t  t e n t s ,  s l eep ing  bags, and d r i e d  foods o r  
r a t i o n s  keep the  we igh t  o f  camping gear t o  a  minimum. 
The p rospec to r  should a l s o  remember t h a t  i t  i s  l i k e l y  
t o  be c o l d  o u t  i n  t h e  'bush '  and o f t e n q u i t e  uncom- 
f o r a b l e .  Rubber footwear  and r a i n  gear a r e  necessary 
a lmost  everywhere i n  Alaska. Insec t  p r o t e c t i o n ,  such 
as p l e n t y  o f  r e p e l l e n t  o r  a  head n e t ,  i s  necessary.  
Ord inary  outdoor  work c l o t h e s  p l u s  woolen underwear 
and a  l ong  r a i n p r o o f  j a c k e t  o r  parka a r e  adv isab le .  
The p rospec to r  should d e f i n i t e l y  n o t  count  on l i v i n g  
on game w h i l e  i n  t h e  bush, a l t hough  some f i s h  l i n e s  
w i t h  a few f l i e s  and a  red  spoon f o r  g r a y l i n g  and 
p i k e  w i l i  a l l o w  an occas iona l  v a r i a t i o n  i n  d i e t .  

I t  i s  n o t  recomnended t o  pr0spec.t a lone;  i n  some 
sec t  ions  f i rearms a r e  recommended f o r  p r o t e c t  i o n  f rom 
bears.  Necessary t o o l s  and equipment a r e  the  pros-  
p e c t o r ' s  p i c k ,  compass, hand lens ,  notebook and p e n c i l s ,  
maps, aa lJ  sample sacks. A d d i t i o n a l  equipment t h a t  can 
be added---depending on t he  p r o s p e c t o r ' s  aims, f inances,  
and backpacking a b i l i t y - - - i n c l u d e s  measuring tape, 
sampling m o i l  and hammer, g o l d  pan, mor ta r  and p e s t l e ,  



small shovel, a1 t i rneter,  Geiger counter,  d i p  needle, 
m i n e r a l l i g h t ,  minera l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  k i t ,  geochemical 
k i t ,  and carb ide  lamp. I f  a prospector  i s  consider ing 
b r i ng ing  ex tens ive  o r  heavy o u t f i t s  o r  veh ic les  t o  the 
s ta te ,  i t  i s  s t r o n g l y  urged t h a t  before going t o  the 

expense o f  purchasing and sh ipp ing  equipment, he f i r s t  
come t o  Alaska and persona l ly  i n v e s t i g a t e  f i e l d  
cond i t i ons  where he . intends toopera te  and the regula- 
t i o n s  regarding land s ta tus  and v e h i c l e  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  

Transporta t ion  

Alaskan prospectors t r a v e l  p r i n c i p a l l y  by a i r .  
Conwnercial a i r  fares are c u r r e n t l y  about $300 from 
Sea t t l e  t o  Juneau, $400 t o  Anchorage, and $600 t o  
Fairbanks. Small f l o a t  planes a r e  used almost ex- 
c l u s i v e l y  i n  Southea:tern Alaska, and both f l o a t  and 
wheel planes i n  o ther  p a r t s  o f  the s ta te .  Lakes, 
r i v e r s ,  and small f l i g h t  s t r i p s  (where permission t o  
use should be obtained) a re  numerous i n  I n t e r i o r  
Alaska. Charter ra tes  f o r  small planes s t a r t  a t  about 
$75 per  hour. Rates on scheduled f l i g h t s  between towns 
o r  set t lements a re  less.  He l i cop te rs  a r e  u s u a l l y  
a v a i l a b l e  a t  the  l a rge r  towns a t  ra tes  near $300 per 
hour. Much o f  Alaska i s  w i thou t  roads; the p r i n c i p a l  
places t h a t  a r e  connected by the  road network are  
Haines, Seward, Homer, Anchorage, Valdez, M t .  McKinley 
Nat ional  Park, Fairbanks, C i r c l e ,  Eagle, and Manley Hot 
Springs. Automobi l es  cannot t r a v e l  o f f  the roads; 
even a l l - t e r r a i n  veh ic les  cannot t r a v e l  over  much of  
the coun t r y  i n  the summer. The use o f  horses i n  Alaska 
i s  increasing.  Boats o f  the  proper  s i z e  and type f o r  

. the reg ion  invo lved are  use fu l .  F e r r i e s  and passenger 
boats s a i l  t o  Alaska from S e a t t l e  and Canadian po r t s ,  
and f e r r i e s  t r a v e l  f r equen t l y  between Southeastern 
Alaska towns. 1 

Minerals  

Coal lands a r e  subject  t o  permi t  and lease from 
the Federal Government o r  S ta te  of Alaska on a r o y a l t y  
and r e n t a l  bas is .  Leases may be obta ined on o i l  and 
gas lands. P rov i s ion  i s  a l s o  made f o r  the U.S. Dureau 

o f  Land Management t o  issue f ree-use l i cense  f o r  10-acre 

t r a c t s  from which coal  may be mined f o r  the  use of  the 
, l icensee w i thou t  payment o f  r o y a l t y .  

When Alaska acqui red statehood i t  gained t i t l e  t o  
a l l  t i d e  and submerged lands along i t s  boundary ou t  
t o  the 3-mile l i m i t .  Some o f  these lands a r e  p o t e n t i a l l y  
va luable f o r  concent ra t ions  OF gold,  p lat inum, t i n ,  and 
o the r  metals. The o f f s h o r e  areas a r e  sub jec t  t o  pros-  
pec t i ng  permi t  and lease through the  D i v i s i o n  o f  

Flinerals 6 Energy Mgt., Anchorage pouch 7-034,  99510 

Copper, i r on ,  molybdenum, n i c k e l ,  and mercury a r e  
the minera ls  o r  meta ls  t h a t  a re  c u r r e n t l y  the  most i n  
demand and probably have the  g rea tes t  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  
f i n a n c i a l  reward f o r  prospectors.  A number o f  min ing  
companies a re  a c t i v e l y  seeking mines i n  Alaska, and 
promising prospects inc lude tungsten, t i n ,  asbestos, and 
mica. 

i The p r a c t i c e  o f  g rubs tak ing  a prospector  has re-  
turned t o  a l i m i t e d  ex ten t ,  and a few o f  the min ing  

, companies have adopted the p r a c t i c e  o f  h i r i n g  q u a l i f i e d  
men fo r  prospect ing i n  favorab le  areas. 

It i s  o f t e n  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  a person u n f a m i l i a r  w i t h  
Alaska t o  decide on a s p e c i f i c  area o r  d i s t r i c t  i n  
which t o  prospect .  The choice depends on the  i n -  
d iv idual - - -whether  he i s  i n te res ted  i n  lode o r  p lace r ,  
h i s  funds, h i s  experience, and h i s  preferences f o r  an 
' i n h a b i t e d '  d i s t r i c t  o r  one t h a t  i s  w i l d  and unexplored. 
The best procedure would be t o  meet and o b t a i n  sug- 
gest ions from as many min ing men and prospectors as 
poss ib le  be fore  f i n a l l y  dec id ing  on a l o c a l i t y .  Re- 

member, the  prospectors who searched Alaska i n  t h e  
e a r l y  days knew t h e i r  business and probably d iscovered 
most o f  the  exposed o r  e a s i l y  found deposi ts .  On the  

o ther  hand, most o f  these o l d  t imers  were i n t e r e s t e d  

. . o n l y  i n  go ld  and they probably overlooked depos i ts  o f  
o ther  minera ls  t h a t  might be equa l l y  important today. 
A number o f  areas n o t  reached by these ear ly-day 
prospectors a re  now access i b le by modern met hods o f  
t ranspor ta t i on .  Some o f  t he  more complex o r  low-grade 



ores  t h a t  were o f  no i n t e r e s t  then may now be aF major 9 

importance. Also, some m ine ra l s  i n  demand today were 
p r a c t i c a l l y  unknown o r  n o t  wanted i n  the  e a r l y  days. 
F i n a l l y ,  t he  recess ion  o f  g l a c i e r s ,  avalanches, land- 

. 
s l i d e s ,  f l oods ,  and o t h e r  agents o f  e ros ion  m-3y have 
d i sc l osed  new ou tc rops .  

New and modern methods o f  p rospec t i ng  a r e  ava i l a h l e  
t o  p rospec to rs  who w i l l  take  the  t ime and e f f o r t  f o r  .-% 

4 .  

ser ious  study. Geochemical p rospec t ing  i s  a  .cry 
s e n s i t i v e  technique o f  t e s t i n g  s o i l s ,  stream sediments, 
and water f o r  t r a c e  amounts o f  meta ls ,  thus y i e l d i n g  
c lues  t o  nearby o r e  bodies.  The rudiments o f  t h i s  can -& ' 
be learned i n  2 weeks i n  one o f  the  e a r l i e r  mentioned 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Alaska courses. Var ious types o f  geo- 
phys i ca l  prospect  irtJ a r e  becoming more a c c e s s i b l e  t o  
t he  average p rospec to r  each year.  A e r i a l  photos can be ' 
ob ta ined  from the  USGS Map l n fo rma t i on  O f f i c e  (Federal  
Center, Denver, C O  80225) f o r  a  cons ide rab le  p a r t  o f  
Alaska; w i t h  p roper  s tudy  o f  these and books and re -  
p o r t s ,  much can be learned  about t he  geology o f  t h e  
areas covered. I 

Equipment a d v e r t i s e d  as be ing an o r e  o r  m ine ra l  
f i n d e r  should be c a r e f u l l y  i nves t i ga ted .  The bes t  o f  
geophysical  methods g i v e  o n l y  readings o r  i n d i c a t i o n s  
t h a t  must be s tud ied ,  i n t e r p r e t e d ,  and c a r e f u l l y  
eva 1 ua t ed  . 

Land S ta tus  

Many l a r g e  areas i n  Alaska have been wi thdrawn 
from minera l  e n t r y  by federa l  agencies f o r  va r i ous  
reasons. Prepara t ions  f q r  a  p rospec t ing  t r i p  should 
i nc l ude  a check on t h e  s t a t u s  o f  the  in tended area, 
ln fo rmat ion  on t h i s  can u s u a l l y  be ob ta i ned  a t  t he  
DGGS o f f i c e s ,  t he  U.S. Bureau o f  Land Management 
( ~ t .  Wainwright,  99703; o r  701 c s t ,  BOX 13, Anchorage, 
99513) o r  S t a t e  Div. o f  Land & water  Mgt, 3601 C St, 
Suite 1008, Anchorage, Pouch 7-005, 99510. 

Prospec t ing  i s  p e r m i t t e d  i n  M t .  McKinley 
Na t i ona l  Park, sub jec t  t o  pa rk  r e g u l a t i o n s .  G l a c i e r  
Bay Na t i ona l  Monument i s  open t o  p rospec t i ng  b u t  n o t  t o  
o i l  l eas ing .  I n  e i t h e r  o f  these areas, t h e  Super in ten-  
dent  should be consu l ted  p r i o r  t o  e n t r y .  

LnI,d se lec ted .bv -  Nat i ~ e  Corpora t ions  a r e  p r i v a t e  
p r o p e r t y ,  and Permlss lo*  t o  e n t e r  them must be ob ta i ned  
from t h -  p roper  r eg iona l  , q f f i c e .  A check on t h e  

a ex i s tence  o f  homesteads (which a r e  d l  so p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y )  
i n  t h e  in tended p rospec t i ng  area should be made w i t h  t h e  
BLM. The S ta te  D i v i s i o n  o f  Lands should a l s o  be con- 

.. sul t e d  on t he  genera l  in tended area o f  pros.pect ing . . t o  
r ' * . - 

see what c o n f l i c t s  m igh t  e x i s t .  

DGGS ln fo rma t i on  C i r c u l a r  1 ,  "Proper Cla im S tak ing  
i n  Alaska," i s  a v a i l a b l e  on request.  Also, f o r  those 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  l e a r n i n g  t h e  l o c a t i o n s  o f  r eco rd ing  d i s -  
t r i c t s  and o f f i c e s  f o r  r eco rd ing  c la ims ,  DGGS has a 
r e c o r d i n g - d i s t r i c t  map. The f i l e s  o f  recorded c l a i m  
l o c a t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e s  and assessment work a f f i d a v i t s  
a r e  kep t  a t  t he  o f f i c e s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  Mag i s t r a tes  who 
a c t  as recorders  f o r  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  m in ing  d i s t r i c t s .  
These s r e  p u b l i c  records  and may be inspected by anyone. 
Other i n fo rma t i on  c i r c u l a r s  impar t  m in ing  i n f o r m a t i o n  
t o  t h e  p rospec to rs ;  IC-11 i s  a  l i s t  o f  a l l  r e p o r t s  
issued by DGGS. ( A l l  I C ' s  a r e  f r ee . )  
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