
BWOIil! OX THX ~ ~ 1 0 l ?  OF W &v&BTZ CBEEK LEALSILVXR (o 4 
PROSPECT, T M m  Q P J I B W O E ~ ,  BZBU 

Robert H. SiunELers 
Associate Wining E-eeer 

movewber 1955 DPAHI  b4i;'hT OF Mil%% 

RECEIVED 
DEC 6 1955 



f i e  W t e  Creek 1eEbbsilver prospect i s  a t  65' 16' I 

lfl t i tude etgd 151' 23' W longitude i n  the soutbcentral  part 

of the lanzaer Qpadrazgle, I t  i s  on the r ight  l i m i t  sfde 

of &art2 Creek, tributary to the Yukon River, about one~md- 

one-hdf miles from the mouth sf the creek, The mouth of 

W t z ;  &eek is abont 24 miles by river upstream from T a n m a e  

On June 2.2-43, 1955, I nade an examination of the prospect i n  

order t o  obtain information f a r  the hpastment of Mnes so 

tha t  the prospect, i f  worthy of further explorat.$on, could be 

brought to  the attention sf patent id  fnvsstsrs. 

I n  3BuPletTn 631, THE: YUKOH-KOYUKU'E REGIOEI, AUSKk., 1916, 

Henry 14, Errkin of the U. S. Geological Survey gives the follow- 

ing description o f  the $uartz &eek prospec:%: 

"is prospect was not vis i ted by the 
wrf t e r  , but i t  i s  described by prospectors 
as a cloee stockwork of silver-bearing 
veins cutting lirrlestone f o r  s width of  
about 10 feet. Specimens froin the 
deposit contain galena, quastz, cdlci te,  
and f e ~ m g i n ~ ~ s  rnaterids, !he galena 
i n  places frome veins several inches 
across, but usadly i t  occurs as smdler 
stringers,  Nuch o f  i t  shows a a w e d  
cleavage, indicatige the presence o f  
impurities, poasibly due t o  the silver. 
The quarts gangue is in part milky eeia 
quartz, stringers o f  which separate the 
galena, veins fa the stockwork. !he 
contacts between the d l k y  q~aarte and 
galena are irmgular, a;nd i n  places the 
extensions of  quartz in to  the galena 
mass have a ~18837 glassy aspect. 
There are  &so c?.em, glassy, euhedrd 
quartz crystals e~'beddUB3 i n  the galena 
tha t  a r e  not connected with the vein 



quartz, The orea are said to  contain 
gold and s i lver  i n  profi table  amounts, 
the sflser content Baelng the greater 
value, but no t e s t s  were a d e  by the 
writer t o  v e r i f r  t M s  s t a ~ e m e n t . ~  

The geology of @mtz Cre* and d c i n i t y  i s  described 

by Eemy 1. Eakim i n  USOS Bulletin 631, The bedrock i n  most 

of the area i s  a Devonian and gr-Devonian metamorphic. camplem 

of schists , limes tones, quartzites,  a& gr eenstones, 'Phe 

nearest known grant tic intrusive i s  aboat four miles t o  the 

eas t  on the east  side of Moreloak Creek. 

%e only underground worklngs an the prospect a re  two 

adi te ,  both of which are caved. I%% por ta l  to one adit is 

on a steep slope t b t  faces son%& toward the Ytlkon River. 

I t  i s  about 500 f e e t  above the elevation of the river, and, 

f f the por ta l  'were not caved, i t  would be vf s ib le  from the 
Li 

river. Ron the siz& of the dtuap this adit appear@ t o  have 
7 

been about 50 fee t  long. 'Fhe other adit i s  about 20 feet 

above the elevation of  the creek. f t  i s  on the right limit 

side of the creek 100 yards dometream from the reraaine of an 

old 105 building that probably served as a bunkhottse and mess- 

hdl. The adft enters the h i l l  i n  a due west direction. 

Tron the s ize  o f  the dump, i t  appears that 300 t o  400 feet of 

nnde?ground mrkiggs were driven inside t h i s  portal. !he 

dwp f s conrposed of fine-tgrened, dizrkpcol sred, gouge-like 

materid with s m d l l  pieces of q~artz scattered throughout. 



The dmp and portal are hidden by a dense growth of alders. 

On the dump there are a p i l e  of s t e e l  rails, a pibe of t i e s ,  

and an ore car. Up the hill from the portal there are several 

prospect p i t s ,  and near one of the p i t s  there are a few s m a l l  

pieces of galena, 

Qn a di  scoeery monument near the upper &di t there i s  a 

location not2 ee f o r  the Bonanza King; lode claim, which was 

located on September 4 and 5, 1947, by Henry Parker, an employee 

of' the U, 3. Smelting Refining and Mining Go at BEbrbanks, 

The claim rnit~r have been allowed to  lapse throngh f d l a r e  to do 

assessment work. 

A stackwork of galenacbearing par%% veinlets  i s  exposed 

ebove the upper adit where caving of the adit has c a s e d  subsid. 

snce on the surface above. Bi-t that place the stockwork strikes 

B 10" W an& d%?s vert ical ly;  i t s  tots width i s  about 10 feet ,  

and i n  that wiltah there are s i x  quartz ve-lnldta from one to six 

inches wide. 

Two samples were taken during t h i s  examination, and they 

were assagred at the Terr i tor ial  Department of Mines h s a y  Office 

at College, A sample t&en from the qasrts veinlet8 exposed 

above the =-per adit contained no gold, 9.32 omces per ton of 

s i lver ,  8.0 per cent lead, and 1.5 per cent zinc. The other 

sample waa taken froin the dump at the lower adit; i t  contained 

no gold, ai lver ,  nor lead, and only a trace of' zinc. 



In  order to mine the sbockwork i t  would be necessary t o  

mine the intervening country roek with the quartz veinlets, 

The eaq. le taken from above the upper &it represents only the 

v e i d e t s ,  and these would constitute not more than one-fifth 

the to%& vol~me of material t o  be mimed; the remainhe four- 

f i f t h s  would 'be barren co'antrj rock, In a p i l e  near the upper 

adit  there are pieces of galena as large as eight inches i n  

diameter; these pieees probably came from the adi t, and they 

indicate that the ad3 t encountered a part of  the s tockwork i n  

which the veins were larger than those now v1sibJ.e i n  the expornre 

d o v e  the adit,  %ere i s  no record of any leal-silver o r e  

havfry: been shipped from this property, and there i s  no appreciable 

amount of gal enrt near either adi t . Apparent1 y neither adi t 

encountered mineable ore-shoats, and the stockwork, i n  the one 

place where i t  outorops, i s  too 3.0-grade to be mined, 








