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The storv of an occurrence of asbeztos on Szlt Creek in the
Rampart District has been circulated tn interior Alaska for many
years, but it has never been substantiatsd by any written reports.
During a visit to the Rampart Distriet in 1987, 1 zathered some
information about the occurrence from Ira /eisner and Harry Havrilack,
Doth long-time residents of Rampart,

The asbestos is reported to have been found at the head of
Little Salt Creek on the ridsze that separates the dreinaze of
Little Salt Creek from the drainage of Dreemland Creek, tributery
to Salt Creek. This ridge is at 65° 47¢ N latitude and 150° 287
W longitude in the northeasmt corner of the Tanana uadrzngls.

On the U. S, Geological Survey maps of the Tanana 2znd Livengood
Quadrangles, the stream shown ag "Ray River!" is actually Salt Creek,
and the next tritutary to the Yukon upstream from there is the Ray
River, Officials of the Geologicazl Survery ere aware of this error,
The accompanying map shows the steezms with thelr correct names,

It was reported at Rampart that several years &so, two préspoct-
ors cgme up the Yukon RAlver and stopped at Rempart to inquire zbout
the asbestosn, The Indiens gave them dir=ctions on how to reach
the area by going up the Yukon River and up Salt Creek. after
the prospectors left, two Indians (one named Bd Mayo) crossed the
Yukon River at Rampart, went into the area by a shorter route, and
staked the zround, ‘Yhen the prospectors arrived and szw the new
stakea, they returned to the Yukon 2nd vent on uworiver without

returnine to Rampart. Apparently tha claizns heve been zllowed to
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revert to the Hubllc domain through fzilure of the ovmers %S¢ perform
assessment vork,

A general cescrintion nf the geology of thls reglon is siven
in U. S. Geolorgical Survey Bulletin 631, THE YUKON_XCYUKUK REGION,
ALASEKA, by Henry H. Fakin. The ridge on vhich the asbestos is
reported 1s composed of greensfones of Devonian and Cerboniferous
age interbedded with thin bveds of glate, chert, and limestone,

To the south this formation contacte the quaternary terrace zravasl
along the valley of the Yuken River, To the north, the next form-
ation mapped 1s composed of metamorphic rocks of pre-Devonian aze,
probably equivalent to the Birch Creek Schist. The mappling

ig of reconnaisgance nature, and the location of the contact to the
north ls hot shown.

Harry Havrilack remorted that he saw speclmens of the asbestos
that ware dbrousht back to Rampart by the Indians. He spid that
only n-few pleces of float were found, ond that the float wes serpentine
containing smald strinzers of zshestos. Trom nme~ser informeation
obteined thus far, it appesrs that thls osbeetoas scourrence is of

no commeréial irmertence.
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