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The stor:: of zn occurrence of asbestos on S z l t  C ~ e e k  ir, the  

Rampart D i s t r i c t  has been c i r cu l a t~c?  kn i n t e r i o r  xlzsk? f o r  m,my 

years ,  3 u t  i t  has never been substant ia ted  St.' an:? i.!ritten r q o r t s .  

During a v i s i t  to  the  aampart D i s t r i c t  i n  1357, I gathered some 

information about the  occurrence from Ira ;iei sner a d  Harry Brrvrilack, 

both long-tine res iden t s  o f  -Rampart, 

The asbestos i s  reported t o  have been found at the head of 

L i t t l e  S d t  Creek on the r i d ~ e  t h s t  seps rz tes  the  dralna.<e of 

L i t t l e  S a l t  Creek from the &?.inage o f  3 r e d a d  Creek, t r ibutt lry 

to  S a l t  Creek. This r idge i s  at 6 5 O  47' X l a t i t u d e  and 15g0 28r 

W longi tude i n  the northeast  corner of  t he  'Pznana 4uadr2nqle. 

On the  U. S. Geological Survey mqs of  the  Tanana a d  Livengood 

Quadrangles, the  stream shown as " River" i s  ac tua l ly  S a l t  beck, 

end the  next tributc-.,ry t o  the Yukon u-9strean from there i s  the  Ray 

River. Of f i c i a l s  of the Geological Survey a r e  a w m e  o f  t h i s  e r ro r .  

The accompanying map shows the stzeesls v i t h  t h e i r  correct  names. 

I t  was reported a t  Rampert t h a t  severa l  y e r r s  F+;O, two p r o q e c t -  

o r s  c w e  up the Yukon a iva r  a d  sto22ed z t  Ranpart to  inquire  about 

the asbestos. !be Indizns gzve them d i r ec t i ons  on how t o  reach 

the  area by going up the Yukon River and up Sat Creek. M t e r  

the  prospectors  l e f t ,  two Indians (one named Zd Ev1,qyo) crossed the  

Yukon River at Rampart, went i n t o  the a r ea  by a shor te r  route ,  and 

staked t he  ground, the prospectors a r r ived  and s2vr the  new 

s takes ,  they returned t o  the  Yukon znd vent 02 =$river ydthout 

re turning t o  R q s r t .  ~?-,mentl ;r  t he  c l a ix s  have been ellowed to  



r e v e r t  t o  t k e  p b l i  c Lomdn throu,zC f d l z s e  of' t he  ovners  t o  ;?erforn 

assessment lrork. 

A general .Lescri?tion o f  the  z e o l o c ~  or" t h i s  region i s  ;2ven 

i n  U. S. G e o l a ~ i c d  Survey B u l l e t i n  631, TFE ~ O N - I i C Y U k ' U K  TIEGIOIT, 

U S K A ,  by Henry i4. %kin. The r idge  on 1.t7hich t h e  asbes tos  i s  

repor ted  i a  composed of  greenstones of Devonian and C~zboni fe rous  

age interbedded v i t h  t h i n  beds of s l a t e ,  c h e r t ,  z ~ d  limestone. 

To t h e  south t h i s  f3rmation conte.cts the  ~ u a t e r n a r y  t e r r a c e  grs.vel 

along the  vd1e;r of the! Yukcn Biver. To the nor th ,  t h e  next form- 

a t i o n  nap?ed is c o q o s e d  of inet.moqMc rocks of pre-ilevanien zge, 

probably equivalent t o  t h e  Birch Creek Schist .  The n q s i n g  

i s  of  reconnaissance n a t ~ ~ r e ,  and the  l o c s t i o n  o f  the  contact  to  t h e  

nor th  i s  hot  shown. 

Harry Bavrilack repor ted  t h a t  h e  sa,~,~ s2ecimens o f  t h e  asbes tos  

t h a t  were! brought b a c ~  t o  R q a r t  by the  Indians. Re s s l d  t h a t  

only &:.few pieces of f1oa.t were found, a d  t h a t  the  f l o a t  wes serpent ine  

conta in ing c n d 3  s t r i n g e r s  of ssbes tos .  n l rox  ner~,,-;er i=l forz~. t ion  

obteined thus f a r ,  i t  &-$;e?.rs Cv,h,lt t h i s  L S ~ ~ A ~ O S  OcCmrPnCe i s  of 

no comerbfz l  i:.qortcnce. 




