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OTI. REWS

Applicetions for oil leases for another 400,000 acres of land along the
Gulf Coast from Yakutat to Yakataga were filed during the past month. This came
somevhat es & surprise to many people who did not realize there was that much open
ground left in that area so well taker up already by Phlllips Petroleum and Colorado
011 and Gas. This should bLring the total Alaskan acreage leased or applled for to
eround six million acres.

The Kenal Peninsula will see a new (and its first) drilling project this
spring as Richfield gets into operation on the Swansorn River Unit with e drill rig
novw enroute. A road has been bullt to the site, about 20 miles northerly from
Soldotna. It 1s reported they plen to drill to 8000 feet on their first test.

TIN NEWS

Of interest to people concerned with the future of tin mining on the
Sevard Peninsula is the news that the Wah Chang Corporation of New York City hes
purchased the tln smelter at Texas City, Texas from the U. S. Govermnment. Wah
Chang, & tin and tungsten buyer and producer, announces that it plans extensive
modifications to the plant. Part of the smelter will be adapted to tungsten refin-
ing and the mamufacturing of tin alloys, btut a substantial portion of the facilities
will be maintalned for the smelting of tin, depending on economlc considerations.
A date when production will stert has not been announced, and it 1s sald that opera-
tions will be on & reduced scale fram the past.

In Washington, now that the new Congress has convened, Delegate Bartlett
has renewed his proposal for a damestic tin purchasing program to encourage discovery
and production of tin in this country. His reintroduced bill would provide for pur-
chase of 10,000 long tons of metallic tin concentrate within ten yeers. Prices
would be $1.35 per pound for lode tinm and $1L.20 for placer tin.

In the meantime, the U. B. Air Force has epplied for a withdrawal of land
in the Cape Mountaln aree which includes Cape Creek. Large reserves of tin-bearing .
gravel have been proven by placer drilling on Cape Creek and are only waiting for
sultable financing, or the right operator, to be mined. The withdrawal, 1f granted
as applied for, will prohibit mining within its boundaries.

NOTICE OF HEARING

The U. 8. Forest Service will hold a publlec hearing et Juneau on April 10
to hear arguments for or against the proposed Tracy Arm-Fords Terror Wilderness Area.
All who are interested should attend this meeting and present their views, either
written or oral. '




L-208 NEWS

The U. S. Supreme Court has announced that it will review the decislon of
the U. S. Court of Claims on the L-208 gold cases in which the lower court ruled
that silx companies were entitled to recover damages as a result of being shut down
by Order L-208. The Department of Justice appesled the lower couxt's ruling to the
Supreme Court. The Supreme Court's decision will probably be delivered during the
1952 fall term. For further background on L-208, see the TDM Bulletin for December
1956.

PROSPECTORS CORRESPONDENCE CCOURSES

We were interested to note in the new edition of Prospecting in Canada
that the British Columbia Department of Education provides good correspondence
courses on "Elementary Geology" and"Metal Mining." The geological course is intro-
ductory and must be taken before the course in mining, which is more advanced and
intended only for those who intend to engage in metal mining or prospecting. The
courses are suitable for high-school atudents or adults and the fee for each course
1s $10. It is not stated whether the courses are available to those who are not
resgidents in Canade. Inquirlee may be addressed to: The Director of High School
Correspondence Instruction, Weiller Building, Vietoris, B. C. .

Other prospecting and mining correspondence coursesg are given by the
Canadian Legion Educetionsl Services, but these are limited to veterans of the
Canadien aymed forces. Correspondence coursecs would be the answer £Or many Alasken
prospectors who are unable to attend the Unilversity of Alaska's Mining Extenslion
Course that is taught 1n the verious centers of population. A bill has been intro-
duced in the Territorial Legislature by Senstor Foster of Nome which will ecall for
the Universgity to add such a service to its curriculum if it passes.

NORTEWEST MINING ASSOCIATION RECOMMENDATIONS

From the "Declaration of Policy" adopted by the Northwest Mining Associa-
tion at 1te last anmial meeting, we quote the following statcments and recammends-
tions: -

"The people in the mining industry cooperated fully with other users of
public lends and Federal agencies to bring about the recent changes in the mining
laws that are principally beneficial to the other users and the Federal agencies
responsible for administration of the lands. Certailn features of the o0ld baegic law,
vhen applied under present conditions, discourage the prospector and miner. We
believe that it is now time to conslder smendments that will stimulste minlpg on
public lands and recommend changes along the following lines:

1. Broaden the "discovery" provision of the General Mining Laws and
provide a reasonable period of protection to those who, in good
faith, seek a discovery.

2. Make assessment work cumilative to the extent of one year for each
$100 in excesge of 4100 per claim for the current year, but not cunu-
lative in excess of five years after the year in which work was per-
formed.

3. Change the dates for completing annual assesement work from July 1
to October 1. In the back areas of the mountain country of the
northern states, it is difficult to get acsessment work donme between
the snow melt and July 1. A change of the filscal year to end October
1 would provide & longer contimious period for the performeance of
assegsment work.
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- k. Provide for forefeiture of o claim if annual assessment work is not
performed and recorded with the county recorder within a specified
number of days after the end of the fiscal year, ard forbid reloca-
tion of a claim by the forfeited owner for a specified number of days
efter termination of the recording peried.

5. To eliminate the costly nature of surveying lode claims for patent
-and to take adventage of the progress of public land surveying in the
public land states, permit location of a forty-acre legal subdivision
on subdivided land as a single claim without extra lateral rights and
without rneed for specisl survey for patent.

6. Our suggestion made in & conference with personnel of the Forest
Service and Bureau of land Maensgement that trithdrawal be mode of the
surface only and that entry be permitied on the sub-surface mineral
rights under the mining law in roadside strips, recreational areas and
administrative sites, was held by the Sollcitor's office to be im-
possible under the existing law. Ve belleve, therefore, that the law
.8hould be amended to accomplish this so that minerals thereunder can
still be avallable to public use where they can be mined without dis-
turbing the surface or where agreed use of the necessary surface can
be obtained, thus serving the purpose of the surface user as well es
the mirer.

"we are opposed to any extension of the Leasing Act system to minerals and
metals locatable under the Genersl Mining Laws.

“Wé are opposed to any general cession to the various States of any rights
in public domain lands that would interfere with mining locatilons under the General
Mining Laws.

"Large aregs of the public domain have been withdrawn by various Federal
agencies from entry under the mining laws. We believe that in meny instances these
withdrawals have been excessive and we recammend that the responsible branches of the
Govermment require more worthy justificetion for withdrawals in the future to avoid
locking up unnecessarily the minerals in such lands from public use and benefit."

E. AND M. J. METAL MARKET PRICES

Jan. 2k Month Year
1957 Ago Ago
Copper, per 1b. 35.5¢ 3'5 7¢ b3.74
Lead, per 1b. 16¢ - 1
Zinc, per 1b. 13- 1/2¢ 13 1/2 13-1/2¢
Tin, per 1b. 102-1/2¢ 102-3/ 103¢ '
Quicksilver, per flask $255-257 $255-257 $271-275
Silver, foreign, New York 91-3/6¢ 91-3/84
Nickel, per 1b. Thd The 6l-1/2¢4
Molybderum, per 1b. in con. 1.18 $1.18 $1.10
Pletinmum, per oz. 8-101 $103-107 $97-112
Tungsten ore, per unit 55.00 $55.00 $63.00
_ Titanium ore (Ilmenite)
per toun $06.25-30.00  $26.25-30.00 $26-29
*Chrome ore (48%, 3 to 1 retio) :
per ton $115.00 $115.00 $115.00

*GSA guaranteed stockplle price. Not quoted by E. & M. J.
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Mineral Production of Alesks, 1954-1956

195

¥ 1955 1956 (1) -
Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value
ANtiMONY OTe veveressconsaess short tons =~ - - = - - - .- .= - (2) (2)
Chromi'zég faresacesrrasenras .. do 2,953 $208,257 7,082 $525,340 7,200 $704,000
ClEy +evvs. do (2) (2) 1,112 3,836 - - - - - -
Conl, bituminous veseeesessss do 666,618 6,@2,&1& 639,696 5,759,000 697,730 6,330,000
CODPET +vverressossansannssan do 4 2,360 e . - - - - - -
SR ¢ 7o) 2 ... troy ounces 248,511 8,697,885 - 211-9,291+ 8,725,290 204,300 7,150,500
.lItee-d LN N N ] LU L L L LRI 81101‘.‘1‘.150118 - -- - l 298 - - = -=-
MEYCUTY .+evsvennssncensneses Flasks TO# 1,046 276,552 (2) (2) 3,41k 837,140
© 8and and gravel .....ssse.... short tons 6,639,638 6,301,939 9,793,21h  8,2k2,3kk 9,100,000 8,300,000
S11VET eicssensseessseaersss. troy ounces 33,697 30,497 33,693 30, Lok 26,700 ek, 165
SEORE +4vssesvnescnansos «+-++ short tons 283,73k 465,423 265,740 269,589 50,000 22,000
SRR i B+ N evss~s. long tons 199 409,953 86 182,484 - - - - - -
?ﬁ?istributed (3) - = 1’5723150 - == 13552,11’27 == 1:5511500 :
Total $2k, 407,000 $25,412,000 $2k,919,000

Value included with "Undistributed.”

51; A1l figures for 1956, and coal figures for 1953, are preliminary and subject to revision.
2

(3)
(%)
Note:

Includes gem stones, platimum, antimony, cosl and other minerals whose values must be concealed to avoid

disclosing indlvidual company incomes.
No zinc production. -

Abave sta.tisticé, with the exceptioh of tﬁe 1956 coal figui-es, prepared by William Kerus, Alvin Kaufmsn, and
Anthony Evens, Mineral Industry Pivision, U. S. Bureau of Mines, Alaska Dietrict, Region.I, P. 0. Box 2688,

Juneau, Alaska.
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