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Applications fo r  o i l  leases for  another 400,000 acres of land along the  
I Gulf Coast from Yakutat t o  Yakataga were f i l e d  during the pasf uionth. This came 

somewhat a s  a surprise t o  many people who did not rea l ize  there was t h a t  much open 
ground l e f t  i n  tha t  area so well talren up already by Phil l ips  Petrol-eum and Colorado 

I O i l  and Gas. This should bring the  t o t a l  Alaskan acreage leased or  applied for  t o  
around six million acres. 

~ The Kenai Peninsula w i l l  see a new (and i t s  f i r e t )  d r i l l i n g  project t h i s  
spring as Richfield gets in to  operation on the  Swanson River Unit with a d r i l l  r i g  
now enroute. A road has been b u i l t  to t he  s i te ,  about 20 miles northerly frm 

I Soldotna. 1% is reported they plan t o  d r i l l  t o  8000 f e e t  on t h e i r  f i r s t  t e s t .  

~ TIN NENS 
CI_- 

O f  in teres t  t o  people concerned with the f'uture of t i n  mining on the  
Seward Peninsula i s  the  news tha t  the  Wah Chang Corporation of New York City has 
purchased the  t i n  smelter a t  Texas City, Texas f romthe  U. 3. GoVerrmert. Wah 
Chang, a t i n  and tungsken buyer and producer, announces tha t  it plans extensive 
modifications t o  the  plant. Part of the  smelter w i l l  be adapted t o  tungsten refin- 
ing and the  manufacturing of t i n  alloys, but a substantia' portion of the  f a c i l i t i e s  
w i l l  be maintained f o r  the  smelting of t i n ,  depending on economic considerations. 
A date when production w i l l  start has not been announced, and it i s  said tha t  opera- 
t ions  w i l l  be on a reduced scale from the past. 

I 

In Washing%on, now tha t  the  new Congress has convened, Deleaate Bar t le t t  
has renewed h i s  proposal f o r  a domestic t i n  purchasing program t o  encourage discovery 
and production of t i n  i n  t h i s  country. His reintroduced b i l l  would provide for  pur- 
chase of 10,000 long tons of metallic t i n  concentrate within ten  yews. ~2rices 
would be $1.35 per pound f o r  lode t i n  and $1.20 fo r  placer t i n .  

In the  meantime, the  U. S. A i r  Force has applied f o r  a withdrawal of land 
i n  the  Cape Mountain area which includes Cape Creek. Large reserves of tW-bearing 
gravel have been proven by placer d r i l l i n g  on Cage Creek and are  odly waiting for  
suitable financing, or  the  r ight  operator, t o  be mined. The withdrawaJ., if grmted 
as applied for, w i l l  prohibit mining within i t s  boundaries. 

NOTICE OF HENiINC 

The tJ. S. Forest Service w i l l  hold a public hearing a t  Juneau on Apr i l10  
t o  hear arguments for or against the  proposed Tracy Arm-Fords Terror Wilderness Area* 
A l l  Who are  interested should attend t h i s  meeting and present t h e i r  vlews, either 

4 .written or  era. 



L-208 NEWS 

The U. S. Supreme Court has announced that it will review the  decision of 
the  U. S. Court of Claims on the L-208 gold cases i n  which the  lower court ruled 
t h a t  s i x  companies were ent i t led  t o  recover damages a s  a re su l t  of being shut down 
by Order L-208. The Department of Just ice appealed the  lover court 's ruling t o  the  
Supreme Court. The Supreme Court's decision w i l l  probably be delivered during the  
1957 f a l l  term. For fur ther  background on L-208, see the  TDM Bulletin f o r  December 
1956 

PROSPECTORS CORRESPONDENCE COURSES_ 

We were interested t o  note i n  the  new edition of Prospecting i n  Canada ..- 
t ha t  the  Bri t ish Columbia Department of Education provides good corres2ondcnce - 
courses on "Elementary ~ e o l d ~ "  andmMetal Mining." The course i s  intro-  
ductory and must be taken before the  course i n  mining, which i s  more advanced and 
intended only f o r  those who intend t o  engage i n  metal. rnining or  prospecting. The 
courses are  suitable fo r  high-school students o r  adults and the  fee  f o r  each course 
is $lo. It i s  not s tated whether the  courses a re  avail-able t o  those who are not 
residents i n  Canada. Inquiries may be addressed to :  The Director of Eigh School 
Correspondence Instruction, Weiler Building, Victoria, B. C. 

Other prospecting and mining ~or~esgondence  courses a re  given by the  
Canadian Legion Educational Services, but these are Limited t o  veterans of the  
Canadian armed forces. Correspondence courses would be the  answer for  many I?laskan 
prospectors who are  unable t o  attend tne  University of Alaska's blsning Extension 
Course tha t  is taught i n  the  various centers of population. A b i l l  has been intro-  
duced i n  the  Terr i tor ia l  Legislature by Sermtor Foster of Rome which 1ri11 c a l l  for  
the  University t o  add such a service t o  i t s  curriculum if  it passes. 

NOR-ST MINING ASSOCIATION REC OMMENDPTIOlJS 
7 -  

From the  "Declaration of Policy" adopted by the  North7.rest Mining Associa- 
t i o n  at  i t s  last annual meeting, we quote the following statements and recmenda-  
t ions  i * 

Y?he people i n  the  mining industry coo,perated f u l l y  with other users of 
public lands and Federal agencies t o  bring about the recent changes i n  the  fining 
laws tha t  a re  principally beneficial  t o  the other users and the Federal agencies 
responsible f o r  administration of the  lands. Cei-tain features of the  old basic law,  
when applied under present conditions, discourage the prospector and miner. We 
believe tha t  it is  now time t o  consider amendments t h a t  w i l l  stimulate mining on 
public lands and recommend changes along the  following l ines:  

1. Broaden the  "discovery" provision of the General Mining Laws and 
provide a reasonable period of protection t o  those who, i n  good 
fai th,  seek a discovery. 

2 .  Iahke assessment work cumulative t o  the  exbent of one year f o r  each 
$100 i n  excess of $2.00 per claim for  the  current year, but not curinr- 
l a t i v e  i n  excess of give years a f t e r  the  year i n  which work was per- 
formed . 

3. Change the dates f o r  completing annual assessment work from July 1 
t o  October 1. In the  back areas 0.9 the  mourltain country of the  
norkhern s ta tes ,  it i s  d i f f i cu l t  t o  get acsessmeat work done between 
the snow melt and July 1. A change of the  f i s c p l  year t o  end October 
1 woulq provide a longer continuous period f o r  the  performance of 
assessment work. 
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4, Provide f o r  forefei ture of a claim if  annual assessment work i s  not 
performed and recorded with the  county recorder within a specified 
number of days a f t e r  the end of the f i s c a l  year, ar-d forbid reloca- 
t ion  of a claim by the  forfei ted owner fo r  a specified number of clays 
af ter  termination of the  recording period. 

5. To eliminate the  cost ly nature of surveying lode claims f o r  patent 
and t o  take advantage of the progress of public land surveying i n  the  
public land s tates ,  germ$.t location of a forty-acre legal. subdivision 
on subdivided land a s  a single claim without extra  l a t e r a l  r ights  and 
without need f o r  special survey f o r  patent. 

6 .  Our suggestion made i n  a conference with personnel of the Forest 
Service and Bureau of Land Management t h a t  trithdrf:~al be made of the  
surface only and tha t  entry be pemrtitted on the sub-surface mineral 
rights under the  mining Law iu r~i3Xlside s t r ips ,  recreational areas and 
administrative s i t e s ,  was held by the Sol ic i tor ' s  off ice t o  be im-  
possible under the existing law. We believe, therefore, tha t  the  law 
should be mended t o  accomplish t h i s  so t h a t  minerals thereunder can 
s t i l l  be available t o  public use where tlzey can be mined without d is -  
turbing the surface or  where a ~ r e e d  use of the  necessary surface can 
be obtained, thus serving the purpose of the surface user as well as 
the  miner. 

"We are opposedto any extension of the  Leasing Act system t o  minerals and 
metals locatable under the  General Mining Laws. 

"We are  opposed t o  any g e n e r a  cession t o  the  various States  of any rights 
i n  public domain lands t h a t  would in ter fere  wit11 mining locations wider the  General 
Mining Laws. 

"Large axeps of the  public domain have been vitlrdrawn by various Federal 
agencies from entry under the  mining l a w s .  We believe tha t  i n  may instances these 
withdrawals have been excessive and we recommend tha t  the  responsible brmches of the  
Government require more worthy jus t i f ica t ion  f o r  withdrawals i n  tize future t o  avoid 
locking up unnecessarily the minerals i n  such lands from publ-ic use and benefit. " 

E, AND M. J. METAL MARKET PRICES 

Jan. 24 Month Year 
1957, &o &EL 

Copper, per lb .  35.54 3i7' 43 74 
Lead, per lb.  
Zinc, per lb. 

l6Ql 
13-1/25 

lf$ 
13-1/2# 13-1/2$ 103# 

Tin, per lb .  102 -1/29 102-3/ 
a i c k s i l v e r ,  per f l a sk  $255-257 $255 -257 $2'il-275 
Silver, foreign, New York 91-3/8$ 93.-3/8$ 9 4  
Nickel, per lb .  74d 7454 64-1/2$ 
Molybdenum, per l b ,  i n  con. $1.18 $1.18 $1.10 
Platinum, per oz . $98-101 $103-107 $97 - 112 
Tungsten ore, per uni t  $55.00 $55 00 $63.00 
Titanium ore ( ~lmeni t e )  

per ton $26.25-30.00 $225.25-3.0 $26-29 
Whrome ore (be, 3 t o  1 ra t io )  

per ton $115.00 $115.00 $J3.5.00 
W S A  guaranteed stoclrpile price.  Not quoted by F,. .pal_ & M. J. 
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$liner&. Production of Alaslm, 1954-1956 

w 4  3-955 - '  - 3.956 Cl) 
5_- - 

kantgty Vdue Wantity V a h e  Qua~~tity Value 
d - 

&tZnony ore ................ short tons - - -  
C b a t e  .................... do 2,953 
Clay ........................ do (2) 
C a ,  bituminous ............ do 666,618 
Copper ...................... do 4 ................... .. GOM ... troy o~mces 248,511 
Lead ........................ short tons - - -  
Mercury ..................... flasks 76# 1,045 ............. ,# Siwd and gravel short tons 6,639,630 ...................... Silver troy ounces 33,697 ..................... Stone ,, short tons 283, 734 
Tin ...............,......... long tons 199 
Undistributed (3) - - - 
(4) 

Total $24,407, GOO $25,412,000 $24,919,000 

I 

(I) Ail figures for 1956, and coal figures for 195 5, are preliminary and subject t o  revision. 
( 2 ) Value included with "Undistributed. " 
(3) Includes gem stones, platiaum, antimony, coal and other minerals whose values must be concealed t o  avoid 

disclosing individual campany Incomes. 
(4) No z b c  production. 

Note: Above s t a t i s ~ i c s ,  with the exception af the 1956 coal figures, prepared by W i l l i a m  Kerns, Alvin Kaufman, and 
Anthony Evans, Mineral Industry Division, U. S. Bureau of Mines, Alaska District, Region I, P. 0. Box 2688, 
Juneau, Alaska. 


