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MINING ACTrVITIES 

FIRST DISTRICT - Admiralty Alaska Gold Mining Company a t  Funter Bay i s  dr i f t ing  on the 200 
l eve l  towards the copper-nickel Mertie Lode. The d r i f t  has been advanced t o  a t o t a l  depth 
of s l igh t ly  more than 5000 fee t  penetrating a broad zone of disseminated pyri te  and pyrrho- 
t i t e ,  The face of the d r i f t  i s  approaching the end of a diamond d r i l l  hole which was stopped 

C? 
)y a large flow of water. 

The JOT Mining Company who had planned t o  mine and ship several thousand tons of 
uranium ore t h i s  s m e r  from the Kendrick Bay Mining Company p i t  and adjacent claims a t  
Bokan Mountain have decided t o  defer mining operations u n t i l  next spring. 

A large group of iron ore claims on Cleveland Peninsula has been optioned t o  the 
Mt. Andrew Mining Company of Vancouver by Don Ross of Ketchikan. The property is  a t  Vixen 
In le t ,  a short distance from extensive holdings of U. S. Steel.  A camp has been flown t o  
the s i t e  by helicopter i n  preparation f o r  an exploration program by the Canadian firm. The 
magnetic i ron ore on the Ross claims was discovered during a e r i a l  prospecting last year by 
Ross using an airborne magnetometer of new design. 

Ahska State  Mines completed 350 fee t  of tunnels through the ice  of Texas Creek 
Glacier near Hyder, Alaska t h i s  summer. Object of the work was t o  f ind a deposit of e lect-  
rum under the glacier.  E l e c t m  was discovered i n  1925 as  f l o a t  a t  the foot  of the glacier  
and the lode i n  place mined on a small scale i n  1937. Specimens from the deposit contain - Q t o  3460 ounces of gold per ton--value, $119,236.16 per ton. 

SECOraD DISTRICT - Bear Creek Mining Company i s  stepping up i ts d r i l l i n g  program on the Ruby 
Creek copper prospect north of Kobuk, and w i l l  continue i t s  exploration there next year. 
This i s  the fourth season of d r i l l i ng  and other exploration. A crew of 40 t o  45 men are  
presently a t  the camp. Two d r i l l s  have been working u n t i l  la te ly ,  when a th i rd  was put in to  
operation. Two more drills were scheduled t o  arr ive a t  the property ear ly  t h i s  summer, but 
low water on the Kobuk River preventec? shipping them i n  u n t i l  l a t e  August when ra in  f ina l ly  
raised the r iver  suff icient ly fo r  the waiting tug and barge t o  go upstream. This makes it 
necessary fo r  tlle d r i l l  crews t o  work l a t e r  this year than before t o  complete planned d r i l -  
l i n g  for 1960. The camp w i l l  s t ay  open u n t i l  sometime during October. A Canadian-maszufac- 
tured Nodwell tracked truck i s  making da i ly  freighting t r i p s  between the vi l lage of Kobuk, 
on the r iver ,  and the camp, a one-way distance of 14  miles. 

The property a t  the Lost River Tin Mine on Seward Peninsula offered f o r  sa l e  
August 8 by GSA has been awarded t o  Lenhart J. Grothe, Box 61, Red Devil, Alaska, on h i s  
- iigh bid of $21,777. 
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GEOLOGIC REPORTS 

The Geological Survey is releasing in open files the following reports: 

1. Geologic Map of the Killik-Anaktuvuk Rivers Region, 
Brooks Range, Alaska by W. P. Brosge, H. N. Reiser, 
W. W. Patton, Jr., and M. D. Mangus. One map with 
explanation 

2 .  Geologic Map of the Eastern Brooks Range, Alaska, 
by W. I?. Brosge, J. T. Dutro, Jr., M. D. Mangus, 
and H. N. Reiser. Flve maps, one explanation 

Copies are available for consultation at 503 Cordova Bldg., Anchorage; Brooks 
Memorial Mines Bldg., College, Alaska; Room 117 Capi-col Bldg., Junem; and DM&M Office, 
Room 317, Alaska Office Bldg,, Juneau. Copies from which reporductions of text and illus- 
*ations can be made at private expense are available at Alaskan Geology Branch, 345 
.ddlefield Road, Menlo Park, California. 

MINERALS ELIGIBLE FOR EXPLORATION ASSISTANCE 

The Department of the Interior on August 17, announced that changes in minerals 
el4gible for exploration assistance proposed in the Federal Register on June 22, 1960 will 
become effective with final publication of the Federal Register soon. As a result of these 
changes, the OME may now consider applications for exploration assistance in search for all 
types of beryllium-bearing ores and nonstrategic as well as strategic types of asbestos 
ores. Application forms and additional information may be obtaaed from Office of Minerals 

' 

Exploration, Washington 25, D. C . ; OME, Region 1, South 157 Howard Street, Spokane 4, Wash. 

MINING ASSESSMENT WORK CAN BE DEFERRED IN CLOSED AREAS 

Where areas are closed to the public during periods of extreme fire danger in the 
stern States, am& assessment work required of mining claimants can be temporarily 

deterred, the Department of the Interior announced August 22, 1960. Where such conditions 
exist the local BLM land office manager can grani; a deferment of mining claim assessnent 
work upon application to the manager by the claimant. Each individual application will be 
decided on its merit. A defement would be granted only after the mining claimant had sub- 
mitted proof of exclusion from an area. The cleferment would only be temporary and any 
deferred work would have to be performed during the next assessment year. A deferment could 
not be used as an excuse for not doing assessment work. 

1 MINING REGULATIONS HEARINGS 
I -- 
I 

This fall, in November if possible? hearings will be held jointly by the Division 
of Mines and Minerals and the Division of Lands on proposed regulations to govern hardrock 
mining and mineral leasing on State-owned lands. The term "hardrock" in this case means 
the mining or leasing of locatable minerals and includes placer mining. It does not include 
e Leasing Act minerals, regulations for which have already been adopted. Hardrock, or 

locatable, minerals can be staked on State-owned public domain the same as on Federal public 





)main, but may not be perfected t o  patent s ta tus .  Certain classif icat ions of land w i l l  
,rohibit normal staking an6 only mineral leasing w i l l  be allowed i n  these cases. (see our 
Bulletin of last February fo r  a discussion of mineral r ights  on State-owned lands). 

The proposed regulations w i l l  be under the general heading of "Mineral Rights" 
and w i l l  be under the primary jurisdiction and administration of the Division of Lands. 
Xowever, because of t2e subject matter, the Division of Mines and Minerals is  part ic ipat ing 
i n  drafting the regulations and holding the hearings, Robert H. Saunders, Mining Engineer 
of t h i s  Division, has drafted the proposed regulations. The proposed main section headings 
presently include: General Provisions, Lands Available, Quilifications of Entrymen and 
Lease Applicants, Tunnel Si tes ,  Mineral Entry--Lode Claims, Mineral Entry--Placer Claims, 
Mining Leases, Mill S i tes ,  Water Rignts, and Practice and Procedure. After fur ther  con- 
sideration and minor changes 12 conference between the two Divisions, the proposed regula- 
t ions w i l l  be sent t o  all who request tkem as  f a r  i n  advacce of tlie hearings as possible. 
The hearings a re  presently planned for  Anchoragz, Fa i rbaks ,  Nome, Ketchikan, and Juneau, 
and w i l l  be advertised 30 days i n  ad~rance as  required by l a w .  Persons wishing advance 

opies of VIe proposed regule,'clons ,c;nnuld r o t i f y  the Division of Mines and Minerals, Box 
jgl,  Juneau t o  be p~1-t on a zaailing l i s t  -GO receive tEem as soon as  they are  ready. 

CLAIM INFORMATION SOUGHT -- 
Before giving the State  t i t l e  t o  lands which the State  has selected, the U. S. 

Bureau of Land Managemeut must deternine tha t  the selected land contains no valid mtning 
claims. The BLM i s  presently advertising t o  f ind the owners of old claims i n  two areas: 
northwest of Haines and northeast of Wrangell. The claims involved were staked from 1898 
t o  1926. I f  the owners of these claims do not appear i n  answer t o  the advertisements by 
about mid-September: t h e i r  2lai';ils ~ 2 . 1 1  be considere? abandoned and the land w i l l  be patented 
t o  the State .  Diligen2 sezrch has been mad5 and advertising i s  the l a s t  resort .  The BLM 
urges a l l  claim holders i n  the t%-o areas t o  conta,ct thern a t  Box 25U, Juneau. The locators 
of the claims fo r  which Infoimafion i s  sought are the following: James Irvine, Jos, L. 
Thatcher, 3. Carter, Frank Vkceatil, ,Tames Cannon, W. G. Price, J. C. McGarther, Wilson 
Foster, Kristian Geurevninsen Bye, A. S. i<aukaan, W. A. Kelley, Alaska Gold Quartz and 
"lacer Mining Coinpan-;, Ed. W. Gi-1, Chester Glass, W. F. Woodridge, John F. Delaney, Anna . Durken, H. A* Smith, Jas. Mulroy, W i l l i a m  Foster, and J. H. Lock. 

TYONEK BOMBING ANC GU!WERY RANGE 

The 1,210,000 acrq Tycsr?.?k Bombing and Gunnery Range on the west s ide of Cook 
I n l e t  has been returned t o  thz public domain. The vast t r a c t  which extends from Pt. Harriet 
t o  the Beluga River and inland t o  the Alaska R~uge was withdrawn Ln 1941. The Sta te  of 
Alaska has first choice of Lands for  the r,ex.t 90 days. 

OIL mrls -.- 

Construction of the natural gas pipeline from Kalifonsky Beach on the Kenai Pen- 
insula t o  Anchorage has encountered uaique d i f f i cu l t i e s  i n  the 8 mile submarine section 
crossing Turnagain Arm. Strong winds, r i p  t ides ,  abrasive g lac ia l  s i l t  and a 20 t o  30-foot 

Lde d i f fe rent ia l  combine t o  make t h i s  submarine pipe laying one af the most d i f f i c u l t  piLpe- 
,ine jobs i n  the world. A; a r e su l t  of some experiments made wj.th a 20 ton, seven-foot- 





gh plow, which w i l l  cut a sbumarine trench seven feet  deep, tapering from 32 inches wide 
,- the bottom t o  52 inches wide a t  the top, the rate of cutting the trench w i l l  have t o  be 
a t  30 feet  a minute t o  keep ahead of natural back f i l l i ng  caused by water and gravity 
action. It i s  reported that  20 miles of similar trench i n  Louisiana with the plow caused 
less  wear on the device than did 2000 feet  of experimental plowing in  Turnagain Arm. 

Possibility of bringing gas from the Kenai Fields into Fairbanks, as an extension 
of the gas l ine  now being constructed into Anchorage, is being explored by the Alaska Pipe- 
l ine  Company. The Commonwealth Services and Delta Engineering Corp. have been retained t o  
make engineering and economic feas ibi l i ty  studies on extension of the present pipeline. 

Two Congressional b i l l s  of interest  t o  the petroleum industry are presently await- 
ing the President's signature. S. 3434 w i l l  allow the State t o  make selections of land 
which m y  contain part of a mineral lease. Until now, the State has had t o  select land so 
as t o  either iaclude or exclude the entire lease. H. R. 10455 is a mador amendment t o  the 
Mineral Leasing Act of 1920 and w i l l  require, among other things, the payment of not less  
' - an 5Qh per acre for  each year of the lease. This w i l l  increase the rental cost per acre 

r the f ive-year lease term from $1.00 t o  $2.50. The acreage limitation per lease holder 
w i l l  be raised t o  300,000 acres north of the T~nnnn .  and Yukon Rivers and 300,000 acres 
south of the two rivers for  a t o t a l  of 600,000 acres. 

ETCETERA 

Donald J. Cook w i l l  be Acting Head of the Department of Mining and Metallurgy a t  
the University of Alaska during the 1960-61 term. E a r l  Beistline, Dean of the School of 
Mines, has accepted a temporary appointment as  Dean of the Faculty a t  the University. 

E. AND M e  J o  METAL MARKET PRICES 

Aug* 25, Month Year 
1960 -- % Ago 

Copper, per lb.  
Lead, per lb. 
Zinc, per 3.b. 
Tin, per lb.  
Nickel, per lb. 
PLatinum, per oz. 
Quicksilver, per f l a sk  
Silver, foreign, New York 
Silver, domestic, per oz. 
Antimony ore, per unit  
Chrome ore, per long ton 
Titanium ore, per ton 
Tungsten ore, per unit  
Molybdenum conc., per lb. 
Beryllium ore, per unit  




