ERRATA NOTES - added November 7, 2013
PLEASE NOTE THAT THESE DATA TABLES ARE CONSIDERED UNRELIABLE.

At some point after the initial publication release, the data tables for this report were informally
retracted and removed from the DGGS library and public sales. Written documentation
describing why the tables were removed was either not provided or not preserved. This was
standard operating procedure for the publication series (Public Data File) and the era in which
this dataset was originally published. Subsequent personal communication between current DNR
staff members and the authors indicates that the tables were pulled from circulation because the
measurements were collected using equipment that was later found to have a faulty sensor.

In conjunction with recent division-wide historic data rescue efforts we have located and scanned
the original data tables. We are providing these tables to allow users to view original information
that may have been cited in subsequent studies. However, we remind users that information
released in Public Data File reports was not technically reviewed prior to release and that DNR
staff believe this particular dataset was retracted shortly after publication to prevent propagation
of possibly erroneous information.
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Summary of Streamflow Data for the Little Salmon River and Walker Lake Creek, Skagway B-3 and B-4
Quadrangles, Alaska: Draft Report
Notes of data concern re draft Walker Creek draft report

The following is correspondence from Roy Ireland on November 11, 2013 concerning the data that was
collected and used for the Walker Creek draft report:

1) Over the past two decades, | have been contacted several times by different parties, all linked to the
potential hydro-power project. Each of the discussions followed a similar pathway.

2) Equipment, both in the field and in the office, was much more primitive than nowadays. Computers
were DOS or Windows 3.1 at best, data storage was via 5 1/4 floppy disks, data loggers were very
primitive, using eproms as the recording medium (and they were very limited in data bit size (8) and
storage (2k) with no date or time). Observation windows were limited in scope (30 minute intervals).

3) The sensors were the first generation of such devices, and the rubber housings absorbed water which
caused the sensor readings to drift in non linear ways.

4) Salmon Creek had an unstable channel and was often displaced over the floodplain. Walker Lake
stream was in an area of very heavy snowfall and often near to unmanageable as a result. Helicopter
access was quite dangerous.

5) The site was visited as often as the budget allowed and at those times, the flow was measured using
standard field equipment and professional gauging standards. A limited rating curve was developed for
the site based on these measurements. The rating curve was based on at best three years of data and
each year had at best four measurements - normal standards are at least four quarterly visits over 5 to
10 years, with valid data.

6) There was no practical way of making measurements during the critical high and low flows due to
remoteness of the site and lack of forewarning of these events.

7) The project was curtailed after three years due to these inadequacies (which were later overcome by
newer computers, better operating systems, greatly enhanced data loggers and totally redesigned
sensors, but too late for this project). As mentioned, | was not the project leader and was only loosely
aware of all the background negotiations with the Alaska Power Authority (APA, hereafter) and the
eventual cancelation.

8) We were required to submit a report to the APA as a condition of the contract, despite it having been
discontinued for equipment related issues and this requirement was reflected in the filing of the data
report as a "draft report" only. | might add, that APA was fully aware of the sensor and computer
problems of the time and was still eager for DNR to get into the electronic data gathering business, even
sponsoring outside training.

9) The annual hydro-graph that was included in the report follows the general shape of the hydro-graph
for a non-glacial snowmelt/precipitation driven stream. The proportions shown in the report were
derived from the data available to Stan Carrick (the Project Leader) and may have included comparisons



with similar basins. Data from the data loggers would have appeared to be reasonable; however, there
was no way to be reliably certain that the proportions were correct, given the sensor drift, the coarse
data sensing periods and the missing of peak events.

10) All this said, | have repeatedly maintained that the consultants should install modern sensors and
loggers to validate the existing data or to replace it completely. Had this been done, it is possible that 20
years of additional data could have been obtained. It was not.

11) Itis always a fact that it is their money that they, the developers, are investing and their risks to
take. Were it up to me, | would delay the project in order to acquire more data. Three years of (now
missing) data presented in a draft report certainly would not satisfy me. | am sure the best effort was
made at the time, but in retrospect it was too ambitious given the logistics and the equipment available.

Even the best attempts can fail to produce the required information and | feel there is reason the
project was cancelled prior to completion. This is not intended to imply that inferior work was done - to
the contrary, the project was cancelled as a proper result of the problems encountered. The equipment
was discarded and newer devices were obtained as they came to market. The budget of this particular
project limited any further activity and it was never resumed.
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