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Landsl ides i n  Alaska: a b i b l i og raphy  o f  the  
1  i t e r a t u r e  desc r i b i ng  l a n d s l  i des  

and o the r  forms o f  s lope i n s t a b i l i t y  

John P. Galloway 

I n t r o d u c t i o n  

Lands l ides a re  a major geolog ic  hazard i n  many p a r t s  o f  Alaska. The 
Alaskan Government spent approx imate ly  10 m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  between 1973 and 
1983 t o  r e p a i r  roads damaged by  l a n d s l  i des  (Brabb, 1984). To understand 
l a n d s l i d e  processes i t  i s  impor tant  t o  know the  character  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  
l a n d s l i d e s  and t h e i r  topographic,  geologic,  and hydro log ic  se t t i ngs .  Th is  
b i b l i og raphy  con ta ins  over 450 re ferences publ ished from 1910 t h r u  1985 on 
l ands l i des ,  r i ve r -bank  b l u f f  eros ion,  e a r t h  flows, deb r i s  flows, so l  i f l u c t i o n ,  
s lope s t a b i l i t y ,  submarine lands l ides ,  snow and i c e  avalanches, and rock 
g l a c i e r s  i n  Alaska and se lected re ferences r e l a t i v e  t o  ad jacent  p a r t s  o f  
Canada. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  several  b ib1  iog raph ies  on l ands l  i des  (A lge r  and Brabb, 
1985; Coates, 1977; and Keefer and Tannaci, 1981); U.S. Geological  Survey and 
A1 aska D i v i s i o n  of Geological  and Geophysical Survey maps and pub1 i c a t i o n s  
l oca ted  i n  t he  Branch o f  Alaskan Geology Technical  Data U n i t  and U.S. 
Geological  Survey L i b ra r y ,  Menlo Park, were examined f o r  l ands l  i d e  and slope 
s t a b i l i t y  i n fo rmat ion .  A l l  p u b l i c a t i o n s  l i s t e d  i n ,  Reports and maps issued by 
t he  Alaska D i v i s i o n  o f  Geological  and Geophysical Surveys - In fo rmat ion  
C i r c u l a r  11 ( rev i sed  June, 1985) were a l s o  checked. The f o l l o w i n g  j ou rna l s  
were a l so  checked: Canadian Journal  o f  Ear th  Sciences (v.  1, 1964, - v. 22, 
1985); Canadian Geotechnical Journal  (v .  1, 1963, - v. 22, 1985); A r c t i c  and 
A lp ine  Research (v .  1, 1969, - v. 17, 1985); and Quaternary Research ( v .  1, 
1970, - v. 22, 1985). Add i t i ona l  re ferences cou ld  be made a v a i l a b l e  by a  
c a r e f u l  search o f  the engineer ing 1 i t e r a t u r e .  

Many r e p o r t  and map t i t l e s  do no t  mention l ands l i des  o r  s lope 
processes. In order  t o  guide t he  reader t o  p e r t i n e n t  sect ions,  app l i cab le  
page o r  f i g u r e  numbers a re  1  i s t e d  f o l l o w i n g  some o f  the references. I n  
add i t i on ,  a l l  map re ferences a re  fo l lowed w i t h  map-unit desc r i p t i ons  f o r  the 
u n i t s  mapped, i .e., l ands l  i d e  depos i ts ,  so l  i f l u c t i o n  depos i ts ,  rock g l ac i e r s .  

Appendix A - prov ides an i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  the  Canadian 1 i t e r a t u r e ,  w i t h  
spec ia l  emphasis on areas a1 ong t he  Un i ted  Sta tes-Canadian border. References 
a re  l i s t e d  by app l i cab le  1:250,000-scale quadrangles i n  Appendix B. Appendix 
C l i s t s  references r e l a t e d  t o  se lec ted  t op i cs :  Alaska general; Offshore; 
Lands l ides caused by the 1958 and 1964 earthquakes; Southeast Alaska (most ly  
references r e l a t e d  t o  t imber  harves t ing )  ; and s l ope -s tab i l  i t y  problems along 
the Trans-Alaskan P ipe l i ne .  
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